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Joint Specialty Fellowship (JSF) Group

The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh (RCSEd) has a longstanding reputation for offering the highest standards of surgical education and training activity, both nationally and internationally.

In conjunction with our international partners in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia, Joint Specialty Fellowship (JSF) examinations are offered in the specialties of:

-	Cardiothoracic surgery
-	ENT
-	General surgery 
-	Neurosurgery
-	Paediatric surgery
-	Plastic surgery
-	Urology
-	Trauma and Orthopaedics
-	Vascular surgery
 
The Role of JSF Group Chair

The post of Chair of the Joint Specialty Fellowship Group (JSF) has existed within the College for eight years and has evolved over time to meet the requirements of the College. 
These activities are conducted through the Examinations, Education and Faculties Directorate with the Dean of Examinations and the Vice President for Learning and Assessment and The Vice President for Quality and Standards providing support. The Education Development team, specifically through the JSF Coordinator, provide the support and administration of the Committee plus the development work for each specialty. The Surgical Examinations Department provides the operational capacity for delivery of the examination activities, which are currently held in Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia in nine of the SAC defined surgical specialties.
The College has gradually grown these international activities and the incoming postholder will be expected to continue to drive these activities following the key element strategy.

Responsibilities and duties

The Chair of the JSF Group will report to the Office Bearers through the Quality Standards Committee and the Examinations Committee. 

•	Advising the relevant committees on matters relating to the conduct of JSF activities delivered by the College.

•	Responsibility for the maintenance of appropriate standards of governance and quality in all aspects of JSF activities delivered by the College.

•	Chairpersonship of the JSF Group and nine specialty JSF leads, including participation in recruitment of JSF Specialty leads. 

•	Working with the JSF Coordinator in the planning and creation of the agenda for meetings, reviewing the minutes and action sheet and escalating any queries to the appropriate next level.

•	Assist with the scrutiny of applications from potential examiners in the UK and working with international partners to ensure the quality of appointed examiners.

•	Assisting the Dean of Examinations in reviewing appeals and complaints received from candidates sitting JSF examinations.

•	Reviewing incoming accreditation reports and with the JSF Coordinator, advise specialty leads and accredited centres of the recommended outcomes of accreditation visits.

•	Participating in examiner, assessor and accreditor training.

•	Maintain and update the JSF Accreditation training package with the support of the JSF Coordinator and provide development updates to the relevant committee.

•	Attend, as the representative of the JSF Group, College committees and working groups.

•	Advance the College’s work internationally, maintaining and strengthening a diplomatic and constructive approach with partners.

Person Specification

	· Holder of a substantive Consultant post in the NHS for a minimum of five years within the past two years

	Essential

	· Active involvement in training, education and assessment

	Essential

	· Active involvement in the delivery of the surgical curricula

· Active involvement in the assessment and accreditation of training programmes

	Essential

Essential

	· Have participated actively in College examinations and have knowledge and experience of QA matters.

	Essential

	· Fellow in good standing with the College

	Essential

	· Have served on an Examiner Faculty for a minimum of 3 years and be a current examiner.

· Experience of assessment and accreditation activities

	Essential


Essential

	· Current Senior Examiner for the College 

	           Highly Desirable






Personal Skills

Communication
	
•	Capacity to communicate effectively, professionally and sensitively with others at all levels within the College and beyond

Leadership	

•	Ability to lead and direct others
•	Willingness to act as a role model and mentor as appropriate
•	Demonstrate negotiation skills as required

Strategic Thinking

•	Identification of opportunities and suggestions for activities in line with the College’s strategic objectives

Organisation and Planning
	
•	Ability to prioritise and organise clinical work and College responsibilities as required
•	Willingness to take a lead in managing activities when required

Probity

•	Displaying honesty, integrity and awareness of confidentiality

Duration of Appointment 

The Chair of the JSF Group would normally be appointed for three years with the potential to continue for a further period of up to one year maximum by mutual agreement with the College Council.

Application and appointment process 

Interested parties are asked to complete and submit an application form via email. 

The appointment shall be made following a suitably shortlisting and panel interview process and will be subject to ratification. 

The deadline for receipt of application is 1600 hours on Friday 18 September 2026. All applications and subsequent correspondence should be via email to: c.mills@rcsed.ac.uk

The date of the interview will be determined after the closing date for applications.
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1. Personal Details

	RCSEd College Reference Number
*This is a five-to-six-digit reference number that can be found by logging in to your RCSEd online account
	
	www.rcsed.ac.uk
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	First Name
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	Last Name
	[bookmark: Text3]     

	Title
	[bookmark: Text4]     

	Mobile number
	[bookmark: Text6]     

	Email address
	[bookmark: Text7]     



2. Professional Details

	GMC number
	[bookmark: Text9]     

	Specialist register
	[bookmark: Text12]     Yes / No



3. Current or most recent employment

	Job title
	     

	Specialty
	

	Employer
	     

	Place of employment
	     

	Date commenced
	     



4. Evidence in support of application

	Why do you want to be the Chair of the JSF Group and what relevant skills and experience will you bring to the role to enable you to be an effective JSF Group Chair. (Max 1000 words)

	     








5. CV 

Please include with your application a CV or no more than two pages.

6. Probity declaration

I declare that I have not, in the UK or outside:

· Been convicted of a criminal offence (including any spent convictions) or have proceedings pending against me.
· Been subject to disciplinary proceedings, reprimand or suspension by the General Medical Council in the United Kingdom or any equivalent Regulatory or Licensing Body elsewhere.
· Been erased from the Register of the relevant registering body or failed to comply with conditions or qualifications imposed by the relevant registering body under performance review procedures.
· Had any disciplinary actions taken against me by an employer or contractor or have had any contract terminated or suspended on grounds relating to my fitness to practice.

By signing below (an e-signature is sufficient), you confirm that all the information provided on the application form is correct.

Signature:      


Date:      

Please return the completed form to: 

Colin Mills
Joint Specialty Fellowship Coordinator
Academic Development & Standards
c.mills@rcsed.ac.uk
JSFSecretariatSupport@rcsed.ac.uk 


By submitting this application, you understand that RCSEd will process your personal data in accordance with the terms of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR). We will not share your data with any third party unless there is a statutory requirement for us to do so or unless we are required to do so to deliver our services. Further details may be found on our website at https://www.rcsed.ac.uk/privacy.
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