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international centre of remembrance in 
Edinburgh. I hope you can help us deliver 
this important work by donating to our 
appeal. In doing so, you are helping us 
commemorate and inform generations to 
come.

Thank you for your support.

Professor S Michael Griffin OBE
President, RCSEd

President's Introduction

Dear Members of the RCSEd,

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken an 
extraordinary toll on all of us. None more 
so than the international health care 
workforce. Amongst our membership 
and beyond, we have seen compassion, 
dedication and selflessness on an 
unparalleled scale. This cannot and 
should not be forgotten. The College has 
taken the decision to remember those 
who gave so much in these challenging 
times in permanent memorial. The 
memorial will be at the entrance to the 
College and will be passed by hundreds 
of thousands every year. There will be 
no grand plinth. Instead, visitors will be 
able to walk amongst ordinary heroes. It 
will reveal the harsh realities of Covid on 
medical teams. Exhaustion, disorientation, 
despair, and loss will be just some of the 
feelings conveyed. It is our hope that this 
extraordinary work will create a civic and 
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Memorial to the Pandemic Workers 'Your 
Next Breath' was devised as a tribute 
to the healthcare service workers who 
were faced with the crisis caused by 
COVID-19. It is also an acknowledgement 
of the people who were lost in the line of 
duty. At least 115,000 health and care 
workers have now died from Covid-19 
around the world, according to data from 
the World Health Organization, all of whom 
will be dearly missed by their families, 
friends and colleagues. The memorial will 
create a physical space to pay respects 
and ensure that future generations 
remember the 2020 pandemic, as we are 
still trying to figure out ‘the new normal’. 
The pandemic has shown us that we 
need to work together, the memorial 
will serve as a reminder of these times 
and the people who worked tirelessly to 

protect the public.
The four life-size bronze figures 
representing the diversity of the UK 
healthcare workers will be placed at the 
entrance of the iconic Surgeons’ Hall 
Museums, in a green space accessible 
to the public, contributing to the heritage 
of the healthcare profession for years to 
come. The sculptor, Kenny Hunter, is 
known for emotive sculptures that capture 
the vulnerability of the moment through 
details – the figures will be donning 
Personal Protective Equipment.

The project will take in the region of a year 
to complete from the initial planning phase 
to the unveiling. Creating the sculpture 
in clay before it is cast in bronze itself will 
take around four months.

Honour those
who supported you 

every day.
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“As a native of 
Edinburgh, I am proud to 
have the opportunity to 
work on this exciting and 
important project."

Kenny Hunter 
Born in Edinburgh in 1962 and studied at 
Glasgow School of Art from 1983 - 1987. 
After graduating in sculpture, Kenny has 
gone on to practise in both the field of 
public and gallery-based art becoming 
one of the UK’s foremost artists with works 
in collections all over the world, including 
Paris, New York and Hamburg. Hunter’s 
most recognised piece of Scottish public 
art is the Citizen Firefighter (2001), outside 
Glasgow Central Train Station.

While conceptualising the design, Kenny 
Hunter spoke with a variety of people who 
spent time working on COVID wards over 
the last fifteen months, to help inspire his 
work.
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Donation Form
The support of our membership is critical 
for this project. We would like to thank you 
for being a part of the Your Next Breath 
memorial and look forward to welcoming 
you at its unveiling. 

I would like to make a donation of:

£25

£100

£500

£1000

£5000

Other

£2000

Cheque
I have enclosed a cheque made 
payable to The Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh.

Personal Details
First Name(s)
Surname
Address

Postcode

Add Gift Aid
Boost your donation by 25p of 
Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
at no additional cost to you. 

If you are a UK tax payer, under the 
Government’s Gift Aid Scheme, The 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
(Registered Charity Number SC005317) 
can reclaim the tax you have already paid 
on your donation and add it to the value 
of your gift. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the 
charity from the tax you pay for the current 
tax year, meaning it won’t cost you a 
penny. Your address is needed to identify 
you as a current UK taxpayer.  

Please read the declaration below before 
you tick the box. 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I 
pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed 
on all my donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

Please add Gift Aid to my donation 
and any donations I make in the future 
or have made in the past 4 years 
Please notify The Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh if you: 
• Wish to cancel this declaration 
• Change your name or home 

address 
• No longer pay sufficient tax on your 

income and/or capital gains

If you wish to speak to someone from 
the College about making a donation, the 
Development and Partnerships Office can 
be contacted at:

Email: development@rcsed.ac.uk

The Development and Partnerships Office
The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh
Nicolson Street
Edinburgh
EH8 9DW
Tel: 0131 527 1591

Please return this form to the address 
provided or email us at 
development@rcsed.ac.uk
Alternatively, you can donate online at: 
www.rcsed.ac.uk/the-college/sup-
port-us/donate-to-us

mailto:development%40rcsed.ac.uk%20?subject=COVID-19%20Memorial
mailto:development%40rcsed.ac.uk?subject=COVID-19%20Memorial%20Donation
http://www.rcsed.ac.uk/the-college/support-us/donate-to-us
http://www.rcsed.ac.uk/the-college/support-us/donate-to-us


REGISTERED CHARITY NO. SC005317

RCSEd is a charity that supports medical 
professionals at every stage of their career 
around the world. As one of the largest and oldest 
surgical organisations worldwide, The Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh champions the 
highest standards of surgical and dental practice 
through provision of training and examinations. 
Our work also includes liaison with external 
medical bodies and influencing healthcare policy 
across the across the world.

The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
Nicolson Street, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, 
UK EH8 9DW

T: +44 (0)131 527 1600
E: mail@rcsed.ac.uk
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