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A history devoted
to patient welfare
Since its foundation in 1505, the College has been instrumental 
to improving patient care around the world. We have been 
central to the innovation that has driven surgery to its  
modern incarnation as a multi-faceted, forward-looking  
and groundbreaking profession.
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 . . .support is crucial to the 
College upholding our proud 
history of innovation and 
expertise to deliver outcomes 
that transform lives. 



The tireless work of our Members and 
Fellows since 1505 has led to where we 
are today: one of the most respected and 
renowned sources of surgical expertise in 
the world. We now host 400 professional 
events, courses and examinations in over 30 
countries every year, while our 2018 research 
report provides details of the grants and 
investment in research made by the College. 
These projects, totalling in excess of one 
million pounds, have the potential to change 
lives across the globe.  None of this would be 
possible without the generosity and support 
of our Membership and donors. 
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The College’s endurance at the vanguard of 
surgery is owed entirely to our dedication to 
improving patient care; this duty will never 
be over and there is work to be done. As a 
charity, we are reliant on the foresight and 
benevolence of our supporters. This support 
is crucial to the College upholding our proud 
history of innovation and expertise to deliver 
outcomes that transform lives. Legacies are 
crucial to the investment in our future. I 
hope the following pages will inspire you to 
commit and support our future Surgeons 
and Patients.

 
Professor S Michael Griffin OBE
President of The Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh
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The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
is constantly evolving to meet the needs of 
today and anticipate those of tomorrow.

A College Caring for 
our Future

Changing lives since 1505
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College spend on medical 
research biennially
£1,000,000+

The Faculty of Perioperative Care 
recognises and supports the 
wider surgical team; we are the 
first surgical college to do so. 

We offer a diverse programme of 
events specifically tailored for those 
at different stages of their career: from 
the school leaver to retired Fellows.

We have a dedicated Younger Fellows 
Network which offers advice, support, 
resources and networking for those 
embarking upon consultancy careers. 

The College has committed over £7million 
to support over 700 surgeons working 
in hospitals and university departments 
throughout the UK and internationally.

The College is the only surgical college 
participating in the 3D Definitive Human 
Project, which will map the entire 
human anatomy to construct a unique 
tool for medical, dental and surgical 
teaching, education and training. 

The Faculty of Surgical Trainers is the 
first and only UK Faculty established 
with the aim of gaining better 
recognition and support for those 
training the surgeons of tomorrow.

We are home to the largest Faculty of 
Dental Surgery in the UK, where our 
Faculty of Dental Trainers is the first in the 
world to recognise and promote the 
critical role of trainers in the profession.

Did you know?
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Bringing hope to patients globally

Surgical Research

Changing lives since 1505
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Despite this, surgical research has 
long suffered from a damaging lack of 
investment, accounting for just 1% of the 
budget for medical research. As one of 
the largest supporters of surgical research 
in the UK, the College aims to correct this 
imbalance by investing in the treatments 
and techniques of tomorrow. 

We provide surgeons with the opportunity 
to develop potentially ground-breaking 
research. We offer grants that are critical to 
creating innovative new surgical techniques; 
they are the starter gun for projects that 
can deliver life-changing results for patients 
the world over. Through our Fellowship 
programme we have sent countless 
surgeons to gain education, training or skills 
opportunities that would otherwise have 
been unavailable to them, allowing us to 

facilitate learning opportunities and the 
sharing of innovations in surgical practice 
that imbue practitioners with skills and 
techniques that can have life-changing 
consequences for their patients. For 
example, we have just invested in research 
that will trial a pioneering new technique 
designed to prevent age-related macular 
degeneration, which is the most common 
form of blindness in the Western world.

As a result of the generosity of 
our supporters, we are able to 
alleviate financial impediments 
to the advancement of patient 
safety. Faced with rising costs 
and ever greater demand, we 
are committed to investing in 
surgical research but face real 
challenges in terms of the volume 
we can support. By investing in 
our work you are contributing to 
innovative and ground breaking 
work that will benefit patients 
and professionals worldwide.

One in four NHS patients have 
surgery in their lifetime. Both minor 
and major surgical procedures can 
change lives, and therefore surgical 
innovation and development is crucial 
to improving patient outcomes.



Research  
in Practice
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Partnerships

Royal Blind
In tandem with Royal Blind, the College is 
undertaking research leading to innovation in 
ophthalmological care, creating life-changing 
possibilities for the vision impaired.

A Gift of:

£500
could pay for a travel or education bursary, 
granting a student the opportunity to develop 
their skills and knowledge at world-class 
training and education opportunities.

£1,000
could support a surgeon undertaking  
an International Visiting Fellowship.

£10,000
could provide a Small Pump Priming Grant, 
which supports pilot research by surgical 
trainees and recently appointed consultants.

£25,000
could enable the College to offer a  
Large Project Grant.

£60,000
could pay for a Clinical Research Fellowship.

£500,000
could endow a research Fellowship  
in perpetuity.

Bowel Cancer UK
November last year saw us launch a partnership 
with Bowel Cancer UK to establish research 
that will create innovative, lifesaving surgical 
treatments for those suffering from Scotland’s 
second largest cancer killer.

Why Fellowships Matter

A prime example of the benefits of 
Fellowships abroad is our current President, 
Professor S Michael Griffin OBE. After having 
studied for a year at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong studying oesophago-gastric 
cancer surgery he returned to the UK where 
he developed a surgical unit specialising in 
oesophagogastric cancer, which is now the 
biggest in Europe and North America. His 
revolutionary approach saw the cure rates 
for the disease improve by over 50%, and he 
was awarded an OBE in 2013 for services to 
cancer treatment.
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Making surgery accessible to all

Global Surgery

Changing lives since 1505



The Lancet Commission on Global 
Surgery demonstrated the chronic 
level of inequality in surgical care, with 
5 billion people worldwide lacking 
access to safe, affordable surgical and 
anaesthesia care. One third of the 
world’s population receive just 3.5% of 
major surgical procedures, illustrating 
that an insufficient surgical workforce 
is one of the major impediments to safe 
surgical care for billions. This is a huge 
barrier to the safety of communities the 
world over, with insufficient resources 
being stretched beyond breaking point.

Giving support to The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 09_10

The College has a thriving global membership 
of over 25,000 Members and Fellows; this 
phenomenal resource allied to our expertise 
make it a moral obligation to redress 
the drastic disparity in care received by 
communities around the world. In response 
to this inequality, the College has recently 
established the Global Surgery Foundation, 
which has provided critical training and 
support to projects in Malawi, Rwanda and 
Ethiopia. We can offer examinations and 
skills training in country as well as developing 
critical care resources that yield sustainable 
improvements in the developing world. The 
College is uniquely placed to ensure that 
the burden of untreated surgical disease 
is no longer disproportionately borne by 
the world’s poor, with the Global Surgery 
Foundation allowing us to have a far-reaching 
and tangible impact on communities who 
deserve better. 



Projects underway include:

RCSEd and the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill Malawi Fellowship
Malawi currently has fewer than 50 surgeons 
serving a population of 18 million: training 
in the past has often been done out of the 
country, with many of those supported never 
returning home. The resources provided for 
this project have meant that training can be 
done in country, offering a lifeline to a health 
service critically understaffed. This Fellowship 
supports the training of one surgeon per 
year, with potential to increase the scope of 
the project in the coming year.
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Scaling Non-Technical Surgical 
Skills Training Rwanda 
The project is a collaboration between the 
College and the Rwanda Surgical Society 
(RSS), supported by the Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital/Center for Surgery and 
Public Health (CSPH). General practitioners, 
anaesthesia technicians and theatre nurses 
will be taught non-technical skills: not only 
is this proven to have a positive influence 
on technical performance; it is also crucial 
to successful patient handover between 
healthcare professionals. This is pivotal in 
a critically understaffed healthcare service, 
with just 44 general surgeons supporting 
a population of 11.9 million in 2016. The 
training will be incorporated into pre-existing 
RSS outreach training, meaning that it will 
reach every district hospital in Rwanda.
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Making a difference 
internationally

Dr Linda Kayange  
(2nd on the right), recipient  
of the Malawi Fellowship 2018.
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RCSED/BFIRST Fellowship
Abdurezak Ali Mohammed (pictured above, 
right), one of 18 Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeons responsible for treating 104 million 
Ethiopians, was the first recipient of an 
international Fellowship established by the 
College and BFIRST (British Foundation for 
International and Reconstructive Surgery 
and Training). The six week Fellowship at the 
John Radcliffe Hospital enabled Abdurezak 
to learn advanced techniques that were 
taken back and shared with colleagues, 
facilitating not only better treatment 
but also raising awareness and reducing 
the stigma attached to diseases causing 
disfigurement or loss of function. This is 
critical in a country where some can be 
under the misconception that these diseases 
are a curse impervious to treatment 
.

We are reliant on donations to 
continue our work; we will advance 
surgical care as far as resources will 
allow and welcome contributions 
that will allow us to widen our scope 
to ever more ambitious projects.



Heritage
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Our museums serve to inform and engage 
the public in the journey of surgery and of 
medical science, preserving the legacy of 
the past and captivating new audiences 
to create a legacy for the future. Surgeons’ 
Hall is amongst Scotland’s oldest museums 
and houses one of the largest and most 
important collections of surgical pathology 
in the world. 

The role of the museums in the prestige and 
standing of The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh should not be underestimated: 
our Playfair building has become emblematic 
of Edinburgh’s position as an international 
centre of medical excellence; it houses a 
collection of medical specimens that not only 
beguiles the public but is also still of value to 
medical research today; it is a critical pathway 
into health and wellbeing for the public.
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The Museum is a catalyst for curious minds. 
Surgeons’ Hall is a unique resource for 
education and a source of inspiration for 
the medical professionals of tomorrow. The 
Museum’s allure is not limited to those with 
an interest in medicine: the College’s vibrant 
history and influence attracts historians, while 
our celebrated war collection is treasured by 
veterans and the public alike. The museum’s 
reach extends into folklore via our notorious 
pocketbook made from William Burke’s skin, 
and fans of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle can find 
out more about the inspiration behind the 
eponymous Sherlock Holmes, former College 
President Dr Joseph Bell. 

Since its inception, gifts from our supporters 
have been pivotal to the Museum, with the 
collections of esteemed Fellows Sir Charles 
Bell and John Barclay triggering public 
interest in the 1800s. Without this support 
we are unable to offer the world-class 
exhibits, events, workshops and activities 
that saw Surgeons’ Hall named UK Museum 
of the Year in 2016. To this day, the Museum 
receives no public or government funds: 
the purchase of tickets and donations are 
essential to its future.

The College has overseen Surgeons’  
Hall Museums’ development into not 
only a valued centre for education, but 
also one of Edinburgh’s most popular 
visitor destinations.

13_14



Our Members
David Riding
Chair of the Trainees’ Committee

What makes you proud to be 
a member of the College?

The College’s success relies on the 
endeavours of many different people and 
the opportunity to work with that team to 
develop policy, to advocate for progressive 
surgical practice, and ultimately to improve 
patient care, is exciting and extremely 
rewarding. The College and its people have 
always been inspirational, approachable 
and welcoming; there is a genuine interest 
shown in the next generation of surgeons 
from those in very senior positions. 

What has membership of the 
College done for you?

Membership of the College has allowed 
me to enter a community of surgical 
practice that is supportive, progressive and 
enthusiastic, creating a working environment 
that inspires excellence.

What first attracted you to the College?

I joined the College as colleagues  
had recommended it as a progressive,  
trainee-friendly institution that works  
in the best interests of all Members  
and Fellows. I was also enrolled on the  
Edinburgh Surgical Sciences Qualification 
Masters degree, which was one of the  
first MRCS-based postgraduate degrees  
in the UK. This further demonstrated  
the College’s intention to represent  
the interests of its entire membership.
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What first attracted you to the College?

When I was in training to become a 
consultant, I chose to take my Fellowship at 
the Royal College in Edinburgh because it 
had the reputation for fairness and for being 
the ‘friendly college’. This proved to be true 
and I have been delighted to be associated 
with an institution that is open to all – both in 
the UK and overseas, with advancing patient 
care at the heart of everything that it does.

What makes you proud to be 
a member of the College?

I am proud of the College itself and 
delighted to be the Director of the Faculty 
of Dental Trainers. This is the only UK 
Faculty for dentistry open to all members 
of the dental team. The highest standards 
of dental training are required to ensure 
clinical excellence and, most important of 
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Dr Sarah Manton
Director of the Faculty of Dental Trainers

all, to uphold patient safety. The Faculty 
seeks to promote best practice in dental 
education and training, as well as to gain 
better support and recognition for dental 
trainers. The College has an unparalleled 
and growing library of learning resources 
ensuring membership access to the latest 
lectures, webinars and research. 

What has membership of the 
College done for you?

I have been lucky enough to be able to take 
advantage of the many opportunities for 
getting involved that the College has to offer. 
It has taken me in new directions, enhanced 
my clinical skills, given me access to a 
network of colleagues in all fields of dentistry 
and enabled me to undertake important 
work. The College meets the needs of its 
Affiliates, Members and Fellows at all stages 
of their careers. It places empathy at the 
heart of what it does, grasping its role not 
in only providing opportunities to advance 
a career, but also by offering support during 
more difficult periods, as evidenced by its 
highly effective zero tolerance anti-bullying 
campaign. Over the years, I have had many 
occasions to be grateful for the advice and 
support I have been given from professionals 
in the College who are leaders in their fields.
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What first attracted you to the College?

The College listens to its membership 
and gives them a voice, from trainee 
representatives on Council through to 
ensuring that retirees can continue their 
involvement in the College as Senior Fellows. 
The College is a community, influencer and 
sounding board. It contributes to a culture 
where we prize the compassion that is so 
integral to what we do as surgeons. 

What makes you proud to be 
a member of the College?

With more than 500 years of education, 
assessment and advancement of surgery 
behind it, the College has set standards  
that have continually led to improved 
patient outcomes and care. In my opinion 
this has been due to the College never losing 
sight of the fact that the patient and their 
experiences must be the first consideration 
of a surgeon. 

What has membership of the 
College done for you?

It is a privilege to be a Fellow of one of 
the oldest and most prestigious sources 
of surgical expertise in the world. Being a 
member of the College community has 
provided opportunities to contribute to 
the training of future surgeons and to help 
influence future surgical strategy. My peers  
at the College continue to inform, advise  
and inspire; I think this is critical for any 
surgeon’s success.

Miss Anna Paisley
Council Member and Chair of the Global Surgery Foundation
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What first attracted you to the College?

The College had always had a reputation for 
attracting and working with international 
members and this was crucial for me when 
I arrived in the UK back in the 70s. Moving 
to a new country to practice was a daunting 
experience, but at the College I was 
welcomed with a smile from day one.  
This was instrumental when deciding  
to commit to the College. 

What makes you proud to be 
a member of the College?

In particular, since becoming Vice President, 
I have been staggered by the scale of our 
reach. The College must remain up to  
speed with the healthcare landscape in each 
country we operate to ensure that we have an 
offering tailored to the region, and one that is 
fit for purpose. Of course, it’s a challenge but 
it demonstrates the breadth and scale of the 
College, and how we continue to advance 
surgical care across the globe.

What has membership of the 
College done for you?

The College is an open, ‘can-do’ place, 
where people have always been willing to 
go the extra mile for me. I like to think that 
I reciprocate whenever I can – this is the 
attitude that makes it unique.

Mr Pala Rajesh
Vice President
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Big or small, every gift in a Will assists the College to 
change lives for the better. Since 1505 we have been 
entrusted with driving surgical practice forward, and we 
are resolutely committed to addressing global challenges 
to patient safety. Remember us in your Will and know 
that it will enrich countless lives. We save lives and 
provide revolutionary treatment to those in need every 
day, granting extraordinary happiness for families 
and friends to cherish together across the world.

Leave a gift
in your Will



How to include a gift in your will
After you have taken care of your loved ones, 
you may wish to leave part of what is left of 
your estate to The Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh. Leaving the College a share of 
your estate will not affect any legacies you 
have bequeathed to family and friends. This 
type of gift is known as a residuary gift and 
will not be affected by inflation. You may also 
wish to leave the College a specified sum of 
money; this is known as a pecuniary gift. 

Whether you have already made a Will or 
you are putting in place a Will for the first 
time, leaving a gift to the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh is simple. We would 
advise that you use a solicitor to ensure that 
your wishes are correctly recorded. However, 
you can also choose to use a Will writer or an 
online Will provider. 

Why Make a Will?
A Will ensures that your assets are 
distributed as per your wishes, meaning that 
your family and friends have clarity over what 
you would like them to receive. There are 
potential tax benefits and other advantages 
that result from effective succession 
planning and we would recommend  
that you seek professional advice. 

Our Team
Our Development and Partnerships team 
are available to discuss any questions or 
queries you may have about leaving a 
gift to The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh. Please do not hesitate to get 
in touch. 

Michael Stitt
Director of Development and Partnerships

Email
m.stitt@rcsed.ac.uk

or call 
0131 527 1591

Euan MacNeish
Development and Partnerships Officer

Email
e.macneish@rcsed.ac.uk

or call  
0131 527 1742 
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If you decide to leave a gift to the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in your Will, 
it would be very helpful to inform us of your wishes. Not least because we would like to 
take the opportunity to thank you and, if you wish, inform you of the work the College is 
doing to improve patient care around the globe. Completing this form is not legally binding, 
however it will allow us to make plans for the future. 

Any information supplied below will be strictly confidential. 

We would be very grateful if you can let us know the following information.

I have included the following gift to the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in my Will:

 A gift the value of which I would prefer remained confidential
 A pecuniary gift (fixed sum of money)
 A residuary gift (a share of your estate)
 A reversionary gift (gift reverted to RCSEd after the death of a spouse or relative)
 A specific gift (for example property or shares)

We would very much like to hear why you have chosen the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
as the recipient of your gift. If you would like to share this with us, please use the box below:

Your information will be treated confidentially, however including it will enable a greater 
understanding of the College’s appeal. This will allow us to fundraise more effectively for the 
work we do for patients around the world.

Please provide your details below:

Full Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

 I would like to be kept informed of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh’s   
activities and how my support is making a difference.

 We will hold the information you provide us with securely for administration purposes in accordance with data protection legislation. 
Please read our privacy notice at www.rcsed.ac.uk/privacy or contact us at dataprotection@rcsed.ac.uk for further details.

Confidential Legacy Pledge Form
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 The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh exists  
to improve the lives of our patients around the world.  
We have been instrumental in improving healthcare  
since 1505 and will continue to drive the profession  
to new heights whilst raising standards globally. 



For more information on how you can support us 
please contact:

Mr Michael Stitt
Development and Partnerships Office
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
Nicolson Street
Edinburgh
EH8 9DW

Tel 0131 527 1591
Email m.stitt@rcsed.ac.uk
www.rcsed.ac.uk

@RCSEd

Charity Number SC005317


