
 

 

 

 

 

Writing Aims and Learning Outcomes 

Course Aim 

Consider why your course is needed e.g. does it address a gap in the curriculum or are there other 

courses which are failing to meet a specific need or does this course offer a unique approach. 

Then describe in broad terms the overarching educational aim of your course and how it addresses 

the need identified above. The aim should answer the question “Why was this course designed?” 

Learning Outcomes 

Learning outcomes are fundamental to effective course design as they provide the basis for the 

educational approach, assessment and the course evaluation. In addition, they often form the basis 

on which learners will select a course and if poorly written can impact negatively on satisfaction.  

Learning outcomes focus on the intended changes in the learner as a result of participating in the 

course/module and should describe what participants will be able to do as a result of having taken part 

in the course/module. These should follow on from the “Aim”. The following example and 

characteristics illustrate a useful approach to describing learning outcomes: 

Examples 

 On completion of the course, participants will be able to tie a tumbled square knot using 

laparoscopic instruments to safely ligate a vessel. 

 On completing this module, participants will be able to recognise common pathologies found 

in the gleno-humeral joint, clavicle, scapula and humerus and describe them accurately.  

Characteristics: 

 future-focused e.g. On completion of this course/module participants will be able to…”  

 includes a verb (perform, identify, design, describe, explain, evaluate  etc.) describing what 

the learner should be able to do e.g. “tie”, “recognise”,” identify” Avoid using  “understand” 

, “be aware of” , “be familiar with”, “appreciate”  and “have knowledge of” which are too 

vague to be useful. 

 describes what the learner is acting on e.g. “a tumbled square knot”, “Common 

pathologies…” 

 indicates any conditions required e.g. “using laparoscopic instruments to safely ligate a 

vessel” , “accurately” 

 is assessable – not all course learning outcomes need to be assessed but they all need to be 

assessable. 


