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March 2017 
 
 
 
Dear WHO Director-General candidates, 
 
Global Surgery strategy in the WHO 
 
We write to you in view of your candidature for the position of WHO Director General.  We would like to 
ask you what actions you would plan to take, if elected to the post of Director General, to support the 
development of Essential and Emergency Surgery and Anaesthesia as an integrated programme within the 
organisation. 
  
The inequitable global distribution of surgical services, staff and infrastructure is well known and was 
highlighted by member states in World Health Assembly resolution WHA68.15, “Strengthening Emergency 
and Essential Surgery and Anaesthesia as a component of Universal Health Coverage.”  We further note 
the findings of the Lancet Commission on Global Surgery that 5 billion people lack access to safe, timely, 
and affordable essential surgery provision, and that diseases and conditions requiring surgical input 
account for at least 11% of the global burden of disease. The World Bank’s analysis in their DCP3 volume 
“Essential Surgery” concludes that surgery offers highly cost-effective solutions to problems with high 
socio-economic impact.  
  
Despite the severe mismatch between surgical needs and surgical provision in many countries around the 
world, the importance of surgical capacity building has been historically overlooked in strategic global 
health policy.  We welcome the achievements of the WHO’s Global Initiative for Emergency and Essential 
Surgical Care (GIEESC). However, we note that this is currently neither a programme nor a unit within the 
WHO, but an initiative only supported by one member of staff. Member states need the leadership, 
guidance and support of the WHO to follow through the road map to improvement laid out in WHA68:15. 
  
In our view, the WHO must give significantly greater priority to the task of advocating and guiding 
provision of emergency and essential surgery for all, starting from within the organisation.  We look 
forward to hearing your view on these matters. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Professor David J Galloway 
President, RCPSG 
 

Miss Clare Marx 
President, RCSEng 

Professor Michael Lavelle-Jones 
President, RCSEd 

Professor John Hyland 
President, RCSI 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  


