Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh

Guidance Notes for Ethicon Foundation Short Term Clinical Visits Travel Grants

Introduction
Ethicon Foundation short term clinical grants are awarded to Fellows and Members of the College, who are in good standing, by the Ethicon Foundation Fund Advisory Board which meets in February and June each year.

Successful applicants will be awarded a grant, up to the value of £400, which will be at the discretion of the Board.  The grant is intended to be a contribution to the applicant’s travel costs.

Purpose of the Grants
Grants are available to Consultant surgeons wishing to visit another department within the UK or Europe, but applications from Trainees at the end of their Surgical Training may be considered at the discretion of the Board and are intended primarily to allow senior doctors, with limited opportunities for travel, to visit centres of excellence for a period of up to three weeks to enhance /refresh clinical skills, for example, prior to the introduction of a new procedure within their own institution.  Consideration will be given to candidates who wish to travel further afield.  

It is the Board’s intention to support applications which enhance a specialty skill or experience which would not normally be available in the applicant’s own hospital.  

Eligibility
Successful applicants will be Fellows or Members of the College, in good standing, and hold a substantive Consultant post.

Travel for the sole purpose of attending a scientific meeting will not be supported. Retrospective requests for grants will not be considered.

Grants are not available to support spouse/partner travel.

Applications
Potential applicants must demonstrate that the visit will add value to their individual practice and hospital and that the visit represents an opportunity to obtain relevant surgical experience not normally available in their home country. They should have obtained prior approval for the visit from the Trust/Hospital Medical Director.

The grant is intended to cover the cost of economy class travel and limited hotel accommodation. Travel must be undertaken within the calendar year in which the grant is awarded.
Application Process
Application forms are available to download from the Awards and Grants website www.rcsed.ac.uk or email c.mccartney@rcsed.ac.uk
Completed applications should be sent to Mrs Cathy McCartney, Awards and Grants Administrator, Secretariat, and must be supported by:
1. A completed proforma including details and objectives of the proposed programme (see attached document).

2. A brief Curriculum Vitae (ONE page maximum) highlighting the applicant’s current appointment and responsibilities, clinical background, ambitions for the future and academic contributions.

3. Written confirmation of support and a detailed programme from the centre to be visited.

4. Two letters of reference.  One reference should be confirmation from the applicant’s employer (normally Clinical Director) that the visit is supported and the second reference should be from the host surgeon, outlining the programme to be followed.  

Successful Applications
Successful applicants will be informed in February (December applicants) and June (May applicants). 
Payment will be made, following the applicant’s return from their approved trip, on submission to the Chairman of the Ethicon Foundation Fund at the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh of the undernoted. This must be done within three months of the completion of the visit. 
· Documented and receipted travel expenses.

· A 500 word report of the applicant’s overseas visit in electronic format.  This report should be suitable for consideration for publication in Surgeons News or an equivalent publication and should conform to the guidelines for authors issued by Surgeons News. While there is no set template for Reports, applicants may wish to refer to the Awards and Grants section of the College website. Reports which have included some or all of the following have been particularly well-received:

· Background to the Country/area with some relevant health statistics.

· Challenges brought about by the above.

· Images/photographs.

· Conditions (especially contrasts with neighbouring facilities, where they exist).

· Personal reflections on the work and its impact on you and patients, the highs and lows.

· Support of those around you.

· If, and how, it challenged/stretched you, both professionally and personally.

· Any subsequent publication based on work undertaken during the applicant’s overseas visit should acknowledge the Ethicon Foundation Short Term Clinical Visit Travel Grant and the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

Failure by the applicant to submit an appropriate expenses claim and report within three months of their return from their overseas trip may result in the award not being granted and the successful applicant’s references being informed.
Mailing details
The original, plus two copies of the completed application form, duly signed, together with your CV, written confirmation of support and a detailed programme from the centre to be visited and two references, should be sent to Mrs Cathy McCartney, Awards and Grants Administrator, Secretariat, The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, EH8 9DW.
 The closing date for receipt of applications is: Friday 27 April 2012.
ETHICON FOUNDATION SHORT TERM CLINICAL VISITS TRAVEL GRANTS
APPLICATION 

	Personal Details


Name:


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Address:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….




…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Date of Birth:

…………………………………………….

	Professional Details


Degrees 


and diplomas:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Current post:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Specialty:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Hospital:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Career intentions:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….




…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

	Proposed Visit


Destination:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Purpose of visit:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of visit:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Duration of visit:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Support will be provided for Economy Class return, journey and limited hotel accommodation, please state anticipated cost: 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Details of any financial support already received or other applications under consideration:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Have you previously received Ethicon Foundation Funding from this or any other Surgical Royal College?.  

Please give the date, amount and College:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Include two references
………………………………………………………………………          … ………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………          ………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………          ………………………………………………………………….

Summary of the proposed programme and agreed objectives. 

Describe how you will benefit professionally from this visit maximum 150 words

Signed:
………………………………………………………………..

Date:

………………………………………………………………..
